"Darwin, Marx, Frazer and Freud are among the most important thinkers of the past century, and are significant shapers of the modern mind and of the present century" (Stanly Edgar Hyman,
"Darwin, Marx, Frazer and Freud are among the most important thinkers of the past and are significant shapers of the modern mind and of the present century" (Stanly E man, The Tangled Bank: Darwin, Marx, Frazer and Freud and Imaginative Writers [1966] these four, Frazer is probably the only one who has written more books than has book about him. Surely, references and allusions to his works abound. In 1922 T. S. Eliot cite "Notes on 'The Waste Land' " Frazer's The Golden Bough as a work "which has influe generation profoundly" (The Complete Poems and Plays: 1909 -1950 [1952 This collection of essays, by one of the leading authorities in the field, was written between 1969 and 1984, with the addition of a new introduction by the author and some updating of references in the older articles. Although there is inevitably some repetition, these additions giv the collection coherence, providing the reader with guidance through the different pieces, while the index further assists those who wish to read them thematically rather than in chronological order. It is also convenient to have the articles published in one place as they are currently scat tered and not available to the general reader.
What, however, lifts the volume above simply a collection of occasional pieces is that Finnegan has chosen to focus the introduction on the relatively new and pertinent question of how we are to make sense of the so-called information technology revolution. Her answer is that we need t
